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Analyzing Gender Discourse in Gulf Feminist Literature A Semiotic
Study of the novel " Al-Bagh" by Bushra Khalfan

Abstract:

This study undertakes a critical examination of gender discourse within Gulf
feminist literature in general, and Omani literature in particular, through a semiotic
analysis of Bushra Khalfan’s novel Al-Bagh. The research seeks to decode the
network of semiotic symbols embedded in the narrative, employing theoretical
frameworks derived from modern linguistics and discourse analysis. The selection
of Al-Bagh as a case study is justified by its explicit and profound representation of
gender discourse as a construct that perpetuates inequality in rights and
responsibilities between men and women, reinforcing patriarchal ideologies and the
authority of traditional Arab customs. The novel, therefore, functions as a counter-
discursive space that resists exclusionary gender narratives through a distinctly
feminine and feminist language. Through its sophisticated artistic techniques, Al-
Bagh fuses historical, literary, emotional, and social dimensions into a cohesive
aesthetic fabric that articulates women’s struggles, aspirations, and resistance. The
study concludes that Khalfan’s work exemplifies a feminist reconfiguration of

narrative discourse within contemporary Omani literature.
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