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Abstract:

This study aims to explore the reflections of gender discourse in Gulf literature
in general, and Omani literature in particular, through an analytical reading of the
novel Al-Bagh by Omani novelist Bushra Khalfan. The choice of this text stems
from its clear and explicit depiction of gender discourse criticism, as it exposes the
mechanisms through which this discourse reinforces social and cultural distinctions
between men and women, while revealing the dominance of patriarchal structures
and the authority of Arab customs and traditions. Al-Bagh stands as a prominent
example of resistance against gendered discourse, employing a distinctly feminine
language and refined artistic techniques in which historical, social, emotional, and
psychological dimensions interweave seamlessly. Through this synthesis, the novel
emerges as a sophisticated artistic text that engages deeply with women’s issues and

their aspirations for freedom and equality

Keywords: Gender, the imagined text, feminine language, patriarchal society,

reflection of gender discourse.
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