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Linguistic Interference and Economy Mechanisms in Moroccan Arabic: A

Sociolinguistic Approach
Abstract

This study aims to elucidate the phenomenon of linguistic economy as a central
area of inquiry within sociolinguistics. The study applies this phenomenon to a
dialectal linguistic variety—Moroccan Arabic. Linguistic economy is approached
both as a theoretical construct and as an empirical reality manifested in the
Moroccan dialectal system. Language, in general, constitutes a normative
framework to which speakers find themselves obliged to adhere; any deviation from
its rules—even if accidental or arising from lack of awareness—is met with

corrective resistance that restores linguistic order.

The paper begins by defining linguistic economy and outlining the mechanisms
underlying the formation of linguistic abbreviations in general. It then proceeds to
describe the dialect of focus, Moroccan Arabic, before identifying the most
common types of abbreviations, particularly those used by Moroccan youth.
[lustrative examples are provided for each abbreviation type. The study concludes
by highlighting specific morphological patterns and the processes through which
linguistic abbreviations are generated. Ultimately, the paper aims to serve as an entry
point for future research on linguistic economy in dialects within the framework of

Optimality Theory.
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