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Abstract :

This study s titled: "The Role of the International Twizki Nomads Festival in
Preserving Heritage along with the Cultural and National Identity in the Moroccan
Sahara — A Historical and Political Study." Heritage is a vital constituent of the
Moroccan Kingdom as a composite entity, whether in terms of its Amazigh or
Hassani aspects. It originates from the lifestyles of ancient inhabitants across the
kingdom's historical periods and the empires that ruled or influenced it, resulting in
a rich and deep-rooted heritage. Morocco has long made significant efforts to
preserve its cultural heritage, traditions, and customs across its provinces, both in
the inner cities and the southern desert regions. However, this research in particular,
focuses on the Twizki International Nomads Festival and its role in maintaining
cultural, heritage, and national identity in the Sahara. Given the significance of
Sahara-related issues in the foreign and domestic policies of the Kingdom, this paper
explores colonial policies in the Sahara, particularly in the Twizki region, which
experienced Spanish presence with the accordance granted by France, since
Morocco was then under French protection, which came about during the colonial
campaign that affected several countries in Africa and Asia. The Sahara was not
spared from these greedy desires. The study also explores the concept of festivals,
their origins, and various segments, which are deeply rooted in Hassani culture and
background, which make it a defining trait of the Sahara’s people. The study also
dissertates the concept of festivals, their origins, and the Hassani cultural elements
featured in the Twizki Festival, which reflect the unique identity of the Sahara’s
people. Additionally, the study highlights the festival’s political, social, and heritage
~related objectives and its role in countering the pressures that the Moroccan Sahara
has faced—and continues to face up until now—including the challenges in the

Twizki region itself.
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*José Antonio Gonzales Alcantud, Marroquies en la guerre civil espanola, campos equivocos,

Anthropos editorial, Barcelona, 2003, PP 156-157.
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