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Kif cultivation in Ouazzane province :

Between criminalization and the aspirations of the local population for legalization

Abstract :

In the northern regions of Morocco, a distinct cultivation line has long gained
ground and prevailed, thereby having given rise to numerous legal, economic,
social, and environmental issues nationwide, that it is the cultivation of cannabis.
This activity has transitioned from being a supplementary one to a primary source
of livelihood, despite having operated within an illegal framework for decades. Up
until the 1960, this illegal practice was not only confined to what was then known
as the "Land of Cannabis," but it also expanded to include other neighboring
regions.

This controversial situation has compelled the state to find a solution for the
raising of this contentious plant, leading to the conclusion that it must be legalized
through the enactment of Law 13-21. The latter has marked a decisive turning
point in the history of cannabis farming. As a matter of fact, the Cannabis
Cultivation Act has stipulated that cannabis production should be limited to the
quantities necessary for medical, pharmaceutical, and industrial purposes. However,
it has not included regions newly introduced to this revolutionary mode of business,
especially the province of Ouazzane, focusing instead only on three provinces,

namely Al Hoceima, Chefchaouen, and Taounate.
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