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Assessing Students’ Attitudes toward Violence: A Proactive Mechanism for

Preventing School Violence
Abstract :

Student violent behaviors in the school environment constitute a complex
phenomenon resulting from the interaction between individual students’ attitudes
and the contextual factors of the school and broader social environment. Despite
interventions addressing violent incidents after they occur, the main challenge lies
in the lack of proactive measures, particularly the insufficient focus on assessing
attitudes to predict and modify aggressive behaviors before they manifest,
considering that attitudes act as precursors to behavior. This raises a critical question:
how can the assessment of students’ attitudes toward violence be utilized as a
proactive mechanism for effective behavioral intervention before these attitudes

translate into actual violent acts?

To address this issue, the article first provides a theoretical foundation of the
concept of attitudes in social psychology, including their definition, characteristics,
types, and relation to adjacent concepts, as well as theories explaining the link
between attitudes and behavior. It then examines the importance of assessing
students’ attitudes toward school violence for predicting aggressive behaviors and
leveraging the assessment results to design preventive intervention programs aimed
at modifying pro-violence attitudes to prevent aggression and establish a safe school

environment.

The article concludes that assessing students’ attitudes provides precise indicators
of their aggressive tendencies, enabling early interventions to modify the cognitive,
affective, and behavioral components of these attitudes. Such proactive assessment
contributes not only to preventing violent behaviors before they occur but also to
improving the overall school climate, enhancing students’ sense of safety, and

reducing the prevalence of a culture of violence within educational institutions.
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