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Abstract

Within contemporary sociological approaches, disability is no longer understood merely as an
individual condition associated with physical, sensory, or intellectual impairment. Rather, it is
increasingly conceptualized as a social phenomenon whose meanings are constructed within a
complex web of social relations, interactions, institutions, and representations. Disability is
therefore not limited to the functional difficulties experienced by individuals; it is also shaped by
the material, symbolic, and cultural barriers produced by society, which may restrict their full and

effective participation in social life.

Against this background, the present study seeks to examine the transformations in social
representations of disability within the local community of Ain Aouda. It focuses on how
perceptions and images of persons with disabilities are constructed and negotiated within the
tamily, the neighborhood, institutions, and public spaces. More specifically, the study aims to
explore the extent to which social attitudes are moving away from a logic grounded in pity,
protection, isolation, and stigma toward an approach based on recognition of difference, rights,

autonomy, participation, and social inclusion.

Methodologically, the study adopts a qualitative sociological approach drawing on semi-
structured interviews, field observation, and discourse analysis. A purposive sample is composed
of persons with disabilities, their families, local residents, civil society actors, educational
professionals, and institutional stakeholders. The analysis is informed by the concepts of social
representations, stigma, recognition, inclusion, and citizenship, while also drawing on the

theoretical shift from the medical model of disability to the social model.

The study is guided by the central assumption that transformations in social perceptions of
disability do not result simply from changes in institutional or rights-based discourse. Rather, such
transformations become meaningful when they are reflected in everyday practices, patterns of
social interaction, and the positions occupied by persons with disabilities within the social space.
Accordingly, the transition from stigma to recognition should not be viewed as a linear or
completed process, but rather as an ongoing and contested social trajectory in which established
representations coexist with emerging ones, and where values of care and protection interact, and

at times conflict, with those of autonomy, rights, and citizenship.
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